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Oxford
A History from England to America

By Trip Cash

Why the name OXFORD?  With many of the original developers of Oxford 
no longer living, one can only speculate as to why this name was chosen, 
but it seems very reasonable to assume that the name has its origin in Eng-
land.

In fact, most place names in Virginia have British roots.  Early settlers 
named localities out of reverence for their birthplace, or because the area 
was geographically reminiscent of a locale in England.  “Oxford on the 
James” was the first phase of the development for the general area we call 
Oxford (built circa 1955) and closely mirrors its British namesake, “Ox-
ford on the Thames”.  The Thames is the largest river in England and runs 
through the City of Oxford to the capital city of London.  

Our own James River (named for King James of England) is the largest river 
in Virginia, running parallel to Oxford and through Richmond, the capital 
city of Virginia.  

(Continued on Page 3)
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Observer Staff
The Oxford Observer is a quarterly publica-
tion of the Greater Oxford Civic   Association.
Editor: Niki Sabbath

Layout Editor: JoAnn Gray

Advertising: Steve Davis
Distribution:  Mike Martin, Page Wagner, 
and Your Block Captains

Contributing Writers:  Nancy Miller, Niki 
Sabbath, Pat Parsons, Trip Cash,  Mike Mar-
tin, Wayne Gauthier,  Anthony Corcoran and 
Courtney Tolmie.

The Observer welcomes articles of in-
terest to Oxford residents.  

Articles may be emailed to:  
nhs46ff@gmail.com

Published each season by the volunteers 
listed above.
A Note from the Editor: We will be updating 
the new website with news items between 
Observer publications.  Send any news items 
to Niki Sabbath at nhs46ff@gmail.com

Treasury Report
July, 2022

INCOME:                                          582.94

EXPENSES:                          1,224.77

CASH BALANCE:                  5,863.93

Presidents Message

In August, we had another successful 
National Night Out.  About 50 neighbors 
came out to enjoy the event despite it 
being a bit warm.  A big thank you to the 
Police (both Richmond and Chesterfield) 
and elected officials who were able to 
join us. Unfortunately, I was unable to 
attend this year; those who did report 
that a good time was had by all who did.

Oxtoberfest is just around the corner!  
Our Oxtoberfest is, by far, the biggest 
event hosted each year by the Greater 
Oxford Civic Association (GOCA) and 
the committee has done a great job 
putting it together again.  They have 
something planned for all ages and furry 
friends too.  I’m sure all who attend can 
look forward to enjoying the event.  We 
are planning on hosting this event in the 
usual outdoor spot (Barningham Strip).  

A lot of new neighbors have moved in 
since the last Oxtoberfest and I really 
hope that all of you will join us at this 
event.  If you are new to the neighbor-
hood, this is a great ‘welcome to the 
neighborhood’ event!  If you have lived 
here for many years, this is still a great 
event where you can meet and help us 
welcome all the new neighbors!  So, 
either way, it’s a great event to mix and 
mingle with your neighbors!! 

Anthony C. Corcoran
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Actually, Oxford has always been one community 
spread over two different locales – Bon Air and 
Southampton.

The “division” resulted in friendly competition 
between the Southampton Recreation Center for 
activities and sports (swim teams in particular) 
and the Bon Air Recreation Center.  Until annexa-
tion in 1970, the Bon Air-Southampton Volunteer 
Fire Department located on Buford Road would 
call all volunteers to action.  The wail of the air raid 
siren atop the fire house building located in the 
2700 block of Buford Road could be heard for miles 
alerting volunteers.  This arrangement served as 
joint protection for 30 years and was a great exam-
ple of communities united for the common good.  
Separate citizens associations were formed.  

The Bon Air Community Association was formed 
on April 8, 1937.  The Southampton Citizens Asso-
ciation was formed in 1946.  Both associations pro-
vided help and guidance during the unprecedented 
expansion after World War II, including publishing 
a directory listing of all residents for many years.  
(Oxford residents were listed in the directory that 
corresponded to the locale in which they lived).  
Both organizations continue to address issues that 
affect their communities at large and provide com-
munity social events (though Southampton Recre-
ation Center has its own governing association).

Oxfords’s own Civic Association formed in April 
of 1963 to serve the entire Oxford community. The 
Association was dormant in the early 1980’s and 
was resuscitated a few years later to address the 
development of “filler” lots in the subdivision.  
Today, the Greater Oxford Civic Association serves 
as one of the strongest civic associations in the 
area with over 300 member households and a very 
active Board of Directors.  The Oxford community 
has played a significant role in the modern histo-
ries of both Southampton and Bon Air.  The work 
of its citizens and the organizations they support 
have insured that in living south of the Huguenot 
Bridge, one will find a pleasant, safe and sound 
community!

Other similarities include the digging of a naviga-
ble canal along the Thames for commercial traffic, 
and by the mid-19th century, the construction of 
a nearby railroad line.  

The historic 18 century Kanawha Canal, first 
surveyed by Thomas Jefferson and developed 
to promote commercial traffic, was built along-
side the James River.  Railroad tracks followed a 
century later.  Interestingly, the closest town to 
Oxford on the Thames in England is Nottingham, 
and perhaps by coincidence, or maybe inspira-
tion, the subdivision across Huguenot Road from 
Oxford is named Nottingham.

Our Oxford actually has many names.  Oxford 
On the James was the first phase of the devel-
opment and encompasses the area of Riverside 
Drive, east of Oxford Parkway.  Arrowhead and 
Wyncliff Roads comprise Oxford Hills.  Oxford 
Addition generally runs from Cherokee Road 
across Chippenham Parkway and beyond.  Some 
areas further into Bon Air are simply called Ox-
ford.  A new sign in 2001 refers to this area north 
of Scherer Drive as Oxford At Bon Air.

Oxford encompasses two historic area, South-
ampton and Bon Air.  Its boundaries are Hu-
guenot Road to the west and, the subdivision of 
Stratford Hills in Southampton and Southampton 
Acres in Bon Air to the east.  The boundary be-
tween Southampton and Bon Air is the Dominion 
Virginia Power transmission line of Scherer Drive 
and Huguenot Road.  The Bon Oaks Lane area to 
the west in Bon Air is called Bon Air Heights and 
is the western border.

Many people believe that Oxford was divided 
into two parts when the Commonwealth of 
Virginia built the first portion of Chippenham 
Parkway as a new two-lane connection between 
Huguenot Road and Forest Hill Avenue in 1960. 
 Others believe that Oxford was geographically 
divided when the City of Richmond annexed the 
portion from Riverside Drive to the power lines 
in 1970.  

History of Oxford
(Continued from Page 1)
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In line with its Covit-19  cautions, the Oxford 
Garden Club’s September 20 and October 18 
meetings will be held out-of-doors in the pic-
nic pavilion at the United Methodist Church 
on Providence Road. 

The September 20 meeting features a hands-
on workshop in which club members learn 
to fashion flower arrangements that interpret 
works of art. No need to bring your own 
flowers and greenery. Materials for making 
the arrangements are to be provided by the 
club. 

The Oxford Garden Club regularly partici-
pates in the popular Fine Arts and Flowers 
Exhibition held every other year at the Vir-
ginia Museum of Fine Arts. 

A panel of Club members whose stunning 
floral pieces have been displayed in previous 
exhibitions will conduct the workshop.

At the October 18 meeting, Club member, 
Jackie McDonnough, plans to report, through 
her photos, on her recent trip to Ghana.  
While there, she visited a unique demonstra-
tion farm which is leading the response to 
global climate change. Ms. McDonnough is 
excited to share innovative techniques she 
discovered in Ghana that could be used in 
home gardens here in Richmond. 

If you would like to attend an Oxford Garden 
Club meeting, please call  program chairs, ei-
ther Martha Mason (804) 357-1874  or Pamela 
Wood (804) 363-5867. We welcome guests 
from any part of the Richmond area. 

Regan Sprenkle, a nearby resident has recently 
posted a warning about a coyote sighting near 
Oxford.  He say s his  dog had a standofff with 
a coyote after he got out and chased it.  Regan 
found them at Lansdale and Forest Hill behind 
the insurance stone house.  They captured their 
dog and put him in a car and called Animal 
Control to report the incident.  The coyote did 
not leave the area and was pacing back and 
forth.  Regan stayed near the coyote until  Ani-
mal Control showed up, but at the last min-
ute the coyote left and was not caught by the 
Animal Control personell.  It is not known if the 
coyote was ever captured but Animal Conrol 
suspect that the coyote has rabies based on his 
behavior around the dog and Regan.   Although 
his dog was not bitten by the coyote the author-
ities required proof that the dog has a rabies 
vaccination.  They would  have decided to put 
the dog down if Regan did not have proof of 
rabies vaccination.  

Oxford Coyote Warning

Beware for you pets and make sure they are up to 
date on their vaccinations.  

Oxford Garden Club News
By Pat Parsons
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National Night Out
Welcome! Or in Greek

 
 
 
 

Everything you need to wash & dry your pet 
+ 

Toys, treats, collars, leashes + more 
 

Most bathers are in & out in 30 
minutes leaving the dirt & hair behind 

Excellent for bonding with your pet 
Stratford Hills Shopping Center  
Forest Hill Ave at Hathaway Rd  

www.crittertown.com   
(804) 320-1096 

 

MANAGEMEDS PROGRAM
•   Daily Medicine Routine with med list.
•   All medications fi lled together.
•   Delivered right to your door.
•   EASY & SAFE!!

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Friday 8:30am - 9pm
Saturday: 9am - 7pm
Sunday: 10am - 5pm

2608 Buford Road
Richmond, VA 23235
Phone: 804-272-1423
Fax: 804-272-7967

VISIT US 
JOIN US

We take Medicare, Tricare 
and MOST Insurances!!!

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS
Looking for a 
Special Gift?

    We Also Have    
          a Florist!

BOOMER AD: BUFORD PHARMACY / Qurt. Pg Ad_     FNL_v2
Feb / March 2018                                      01/19/2018 

HEALTHY LIVING CLINIC SERVICES 
•   Get Flu & Pneumonia Shots Here!
•   IMMEDIATE results & counseling with A1C, 

Cholesterol & Coumadin Checks! 
•   TB Testing
•   Travel Consultations & Vaccinations

We’re more than Medicine & All About You!

On August 2, approximately 50 members of the 
Oxford Community met on Barningham Strip 
for National Night Out, an annual event to bring 
communities and police departments together to 
promote safety in neighborhoods. 

We were pleased to meet police from both the 
City of Richmond and Chesterfield County.  Even 
McGruff appeared to the delight of both children 
and adults! 
Neighbors dined on tasty Greek cuisine: pastitsio, 
plus Greek salad Greek stew and delicious fresh 
fruit. The weather cooperated with moderate tem-
peratures and low humidity.
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Welcome New Residents
The Greater Oxford Civic Association would like to welcome the following new residents to the Oxford 
community. If you are a new Oxford resident or you know of a new resident in our neighborhood, please 
contact Michelle Emrich at michelleemrich9@gmail.com to receive an Oxford neighborhood newcomer 
packet. This packet, provided by the Oxford Civic Association, is filled with information about Richmond 
in general and our area in particular, and gives us an opportunity to meet and greet our new Oxford neigh-
bors. We very much want to reach each and every one of our new neighbors, but we need you to let us know 
when a packet is needed. 

Welcome To Oxford!

HEY, NEIGHBOR! 
I ' M  B R A N D O N  G A R Y !

I ' m  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  r e a l t o r !  

I  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h e l p  y o u  w i t h

b u y i n g ,  s e l l i n g ,  i n v e s t i n g ,  o r

p r o v i d e  a  c o m p l i m e n t a r y

m a r k e t  u p d a t e .  I ' l l  b e  y o u r  g o -

t o  f o r  a l l  t h i n g s  r e a l  e s t a t e

a n d  I  l i v e  i n  O x f o r d !

804-304-6577  ( c )

b r a n d o n @ c e n t r a l v a r e a l t y . c o m

B r a n d o n . C e n t r a l V a R e a l t y . c o m

Elizabeth (Betty) Moncure 
at 4245 Wyncliff Drive.
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4th District Update
By Councilwoman Kristen Nye

Dear Friends and Neighbors of Oxford 
Neighborhood,

I hope everyone is healthy and well and had 
a great summer.  Thank you to everyone 
who took the time to attend my ice cream 
social in June.  It was great to see so many 
familiar faces and meet some new neigh-
bors.  I hope to hold an in-person district 
meeting in September so please look for 
those details via my e-newsletter or Face-
book page.

In legislative news, Richmond City Council 
has been working with Richmond Police 
Department to update the city's noise ordi-
nance.  The way our existing law is written, 
it's extremely difficult to enforce; our police 
officers have struggled over the years using 
it as an effective tool.  After many months 
of work, a new piece of legislation has come 
forward for City Council's consideration. At 
our last Government Operations meeting, I 
asked if the new proposed law would give 
police officers the ability to enforce noise 
violations at our city parks.  Over the years 
my office has received multiple calls related 
to loud music and cars in our 4th district 
city parks.  The city administration will be 
coming back to our September 28th Gov-
ernment Operations meeting with possible 
amendments/information related to public 
park noise violations.  Public comment is 
welcome at this meeting (virtually or in-
person).  Please contact my office for more 
details.

I have exciting news that the Huguenot Flatwater 
universal access construction project is complete 
and formally reopened in late July.  The project 
was spearheaded by non-profit James River Out-
door Coalition (JROC) in collaboration with the 
city.  JROC sought out several private grants and 
the city contributed tax-payer funds to help fully 
fund the project.  I am so grateful for the hard 
work of JROC members and Richmond’s Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation.  This new access 
ramp will add a second ADA compliant access 
point for paddlers with disabilities.  The other 
one is in the middle at Reedy Creek. The new 
universal access ramp at Flatwater will connect 
the upper 4 miles of James River with ADA com-
pliant access at both ends. Paddlers of all abilities 
will have access to a calmer section of the James 
and be able to paddle downriver to Reedy Creek 
with its accessible takeout.  Hope to see you there 
soon!

Please continue to protect yourself and others 
from COVID-19 by vaccinating when eligible and 
taking the proper safety precautions.  Information 
on vaccination and testing appointments is easily 
accessible on the Richmond City Health District’s 
COVID-19 webpage(vax.rchd.com).  

As always, you can stay up to date on 4th dis-
trict meetings, announcements, and events, by 
subscribing to my e-newsletter.  I am still in the 
process of hiring a new liaison, so if you need 
support, please email me directly at kristen.nye@
rva.gov or call my cell at 804-503-1313.
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Dear Friend,
Summer is beginning to wind down and school 
is right around the corner. I hope you and your 
loved ones have had an enjoyable summer to be 
topped off with Labor Day observances and are 
looking forward to the change in climate and 
scenery as we welcome fall. The General Assem-
bly is set to reconvene for a special session on 
Wednesday, September 7th. 

First Day of School 
Richmond Public Schools kicks off the 2022-
2023 school year on August 29th. Make sure 
your children are up to date on their immuniza-
tions and are set with the supplies they need to 
succeed. You can find all the information you 
need for back-to-school at www.rvaschools.
net/students-families/back-to-school, including 
information on COVID protocols. 

Monkeypox
The Richmond and Henrico Health District 
(RHHD) has recently expanded eligibility for 
the monkeypox vaccine. You can fill out a vac-
cine interest form at: https://redcap.vdh.virgin-
ia.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=3FPA3WNRKX,
but be aware that the RHHD is working to get 
vaccines to those most at risk first. You can find 
more information about symptoms, treatment, 
FAQs, and vaccination at https://www.vdh.
virginia.gov/richmond-city/monkeypox. 

Inflation Reduction Act
Congress passed the Inflation Reduction Act, 
and it was signed into law on August 16, 2022. 
This important piece of federal legislation con-
tains a suite of provisions to curtail the rising 
cost of living. It targets drug and healthcare 

From Betsy Carr
costs; supports clean economy initiatives 
like electric vehicles and renewable energy 
sources; and many other things. 

Virginia Housing’s “Power of Home” Art 
Contest
2022 marks the 50th anniversary of Virginia 
Housing’s founding. To help celebrate their 
anniversary and all the tremendous work 
they’ve done, Virginia Housing created an 
art contest called the “Power of Home.” 
Participants will create one piece of origi-
nal art that represents what the “Power of 
Home” means to them. Submissions will 
remain open until 11:59 P.M. on October 
15th. Virginia Housing will be giving out a 
total of $20,000 to the winners of the three 
contest categories: school-age students, adult 
amateurs, and adult professionals. 
Visit their 50th anniversary page (https://
virginiahousing.com/celebrate50) for more 
information on not only the art contest, but 
Virginia Housing’s impressive history. You 
can submit your artwork here: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/VH50Art.

House Page Program
The House of Delegates is accepting appli-
cations for the House Page program. Ap-
plicants must be either 13 or 14 by the start 
of the 2023 legislative session, January 11th. 
Pages receive a unique experience and are a 
vital part of Session. For more information 
visit https://publications.virginiageneralas-
sembly.gov/display_publication/197.  Appli-
cations can be submitted at https://housep-
ages.virginiageneralassembly.gov/login.

Executive Mansion Re-Opens
After being closed for two years, Virginia’s 
Executive Mansion will re-open to the public 
for tours on September 2nd, 10 AM - 4 PM. 
Thereafter, the Mansion will be open on Fri-
days, 10 AM - 4 PM for the public to tour. 

(Continued on Page 10)
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The 
Mansion is the oldest purpose-built executive 
mansion to still be resided in by a governor. 
This is a unique piece of living Virginia his-
tory and truly a treat to be able to see. More 
information on the history and tours of the 
Executive Mansion can be found at https://
www.executivemansion.virginia.gov.

Conversations with Richmond’s Common-
wealth’s Attorney

Collete McEachin, Richmond’s Common-
wealth’s Attorney, is hosting the third part 
of her “Conversations with the Common-
wealth.” This town hall will allow anyone 
with questions or concerns about the Com-
monwealth Attorney’s office to ask them and 
get answers. 

The event will take place at the Second Bap-
tist Church (Branches Shopping Center, 3300 
Broad Rock Boulevard), on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14 from 6 PM- 7:30 PM.

City Zoning Changes

The City of Richmond has completed a se-
ries of tele-townhalls regarding some zon-
ing changes. There are now three zoning 
ordinances to be considered. The first is 
regarding short-term rentals like Airbnb’s. 
The second ordinance is to eliminate parking 
minimums. The final ordinance is to permit 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). You can 
read about these ordinances, watch the pre-
vious tele-townhalls, and complete a survey 
regarding these three topics at https://www.
rva.gov/planning-development-review/zon-
ing-changes. 
Thank You
It is an honor to serve in the House of Del-
egates. Please never hesitate to contact me at
delegate.carr@betsycarr.org or 804-698-1069 if 
I can be helpful to you.

Sincerely,

Betsy B. Carr

Betsy Carr
(Continued from Page 9)

Observer Ad Rates

Business Card: $20.00
1/4 Page: $30.00  
1/2 Page: $50.00
Full Page: $80.00  
Back Page (part color): $95.00*  *When Available

We will be happy to design an ad for your busiess.  
For more information, contact 
Carolyn Palombo at 804-928-3545. 
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     DDrr..  TToomm  HHaanneeyy                          DDrr..  BBoonnnniiee  CClliinnee  
            DDrr..  SSeetthh  LLiippssttoocckk                                      DDrr..  CCrreessttaa  JJoonneess  
            DDrr..  LLaauurreenn  KKnnootttt  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are a full  service 
medical and surgical 
veterinary hospital. 

 
Call For An Appointment 

 

Monday – Friday 
8 am - 7 pm 

 

Saturday 
              9 am - 12 pm 

 
Visit us online at www.bonairanimalhospital.com 

Or on Facebook  
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RECIPE CORNER
Favorite Family Recipes

If you would like to share an old favorite recipe 
for a future newsletter, please send it to Niki Sab-
bath at nhs46ff@gmail.com

Ricotta Toasts With Peaches and Pistachios
Submitted by Larry Sabbath

Ingredients
3 tablespoons shelled pistachios
4 slices whole grain bread
3/4 cup soft spreadable ricotta cheese
I ripe peach, pitted and sliced
2 teaspoons honey
I teaspoon fresh thyme
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt

Steps
In small skillet toast the pistachios on medi-
um high heat until fragrant, about 3 minutes.  
Cool, then chop.
Toast the bread.  Spread about 3 table-
spoons of ricotta over each piece.  Place 3-4 
peach slices on toast.  Drizzle with honey, 
then sprinkle with 2 teaspoons of pistachios, 
¼ teaspoon of thyme and sprinkle with salt.  
Cut each slice of bread in half.
Serves eight.

Daniel’s   Grass   Cutting   Service   
       Danielgrasscuttingservice@gmail.com   
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AArree  yyoouu  ssttaarrtitinngg  ttoo  
tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt    

ddoowwnnssiizziinngg  ttoo  yyoouurr  
nneexxtt  hhoommee??  

If  you are thinking this season may be the 
right time to sell your property, call us for a 

current market analysis of  your home. 

Wayne Gauthier & Austin Gauthier 

REALTORS® 

804-372-0591 

thegauthiers.joynerfineproperties.com 
 

Thurman S. Cash & Son

Insurance Agency

  1520 Huguenot Road
Suite 115

Midlothian, VA 23113

All lines of Insurance & Bonds

Serving Oxford & 
the Richmond

Area since 1961

794-7620
     Trip Cash  Thurman Cash              

Sarah Collins
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History of Bon Air Places

Editor’s Note: The following article is from the 
Facebook Old Images of Richmond and reprinted 
with permission by Christopher B. Coleman

JAHNKE LAKE:
In the 19th century, it was believed that the higher 
elevation and distance from the urban area of 
Richmond provided a more healthful atmosphere, 
particularly in the hot summer months in central 
Virginia. With its nearby location and greater 
elevation, Bon Air offered these features nearby, 
and was founded as a summer resort town about 
8 miles outside of Richmond by railroad. One of 
the founders was Colonel Algernon S. Buford, 
of Chatham, Virginia, who is best known for his 
presidency of the Richmond and Danville Rail-
road during its massive postwar expansion, which 
ended in 1894 with the formation of the Southern 
Railway System (now part of Norfolk Southern). 
Bon Air's connections with the railroad's leaders 
could possibly be evidenced by the fact that over 
many of the years until passenger service ended 
in 1957, the community simultaneously had three 
stops within 1-mile of trackage.
Colonel Buford was a graduate of the University 
of Virginia. He became a lawyer and represented 
Pittsylvania County in the Virginia House of 
Delegates during 1853 and 1854. During the Civil 
War, Buford served the Confederacy in Richmond 
at Virginia Depot, although the title "Colonel" is 
believed to have been honorary, a southern cus-
tom common in the post-slavery years. With the 
support of Virginia Governor Francis H. Pierpont, 
on September 13, 1865, Buford became president 

of the 140-mile Richmond and Danville Railroad 
(R&D).
Around 1875, Buford purchased portions of a large 
tract of land from Nathaniel and James Duval, a 
tract of land on the south side of the R&D right-of-
way known as the old Anderson Edwards planta-
tion. He personally (as well as through the R&D 
Railroad) helped in the development of Brown's 
Summit, which was renamed Grand Summit, then 
Bon Air, after the French expression for "good 
air". This choice may also have been related to the 
earlier settlement by French Huguenots, a group 
of religious refugees, slightly to the west. In 1877, 
Richmond jeweler Lewis G. Jahnke bought the 
other 153-acre portion of the Edwards estate from 
the Duval brothers and two years later sold this 
farm it to his brother A. Franz Jahnke Sr. This 350-
acre estate, at 7737 Jahnke Road, would be known 
as Shady Echo. The lake was located between Fern-
wood and Shady Echo. The lake was formed when 
a dam was set up on the creek. Landowners along 
the lake complained to Mr. Jahnke about the fact 
that the lake would overflow and flood their land. 
Finally, in 1914, he was forced to break the dam 
and empty the lake. 
The Jahnke family, including jeweler Minnie 
Jahnke, were very involved in Bon Air life, from 
the fledgling Bon Air Presbyterian Church to the 
Bon Air Chautauqua Society founded by Reverend 
Hazen in 1885.
Jahnke Lake was a central point of the social life of 
the Bon Air community in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. Groups of picnickers, swimmers, 
and people in canoes frequented the lake on week-
ends and in the summer. Sunday outings were the 
norm in the afternoons after church when young 
women could go there to gossip and flirt with the 
boys, who would be showing off with their latest 
swimming stunt or racing. 
Jahnke Lake existed near the on ramp to Powhite 
Parkway off Jahnke Rd. 
The home "Shady Echo" still exists, although it is 
mostly hidden from Jahnke Rd between Southam 
Rd and Brown Rd. It was adjacent to "Fernwood" 
which Boulders Office Park is now located. 

Sources: Flood, Theodore L (D. D.) (1886). Volume VI (October 
1885 - July 1886) number 5 FEBRUARY 1886. Meadville, PA: 
Chautaqua Literary and Scientific Circle. p. 287. Retrieved 
March 28, 2019. “Virginia "comes out strong" this time. Bon 
Air reports a new club of twenty-four members; Chesterfield 
County Public Library; Scrapbook of Old Bon Air
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Oxford Real Estate Roundup
By Wayne Gauthier

The Yard of the Month for July is 
located at 4036 Sherbrook Road. 
It is at the home of Steve and Lisa 
Hurst. Their neatly trimmed shrubs 
really stand out against the recently 
painted brick house. The yard is also 
outlined with a lot of ivy that is kept 
trimmed and under control

July, 2022
Yard of the Month

Top Sale - 2900 Halstead Rd  -  This 
6 bedroom, 3.5 bath home had over 
3,176 square feet and made it one of 
the largest that has sold in our com-
munity recently. The quad-level floor 
plan divided the spaces up to give it a 
great level of utility. The large screened 
porch’s unique placement next to the 
ground level family room was a unique 
change from being adjacent to the din-
ing room, as they are in many tri/quad 
level homes

Data taken from the Chesterfield and City of Richmond tax records and the Central Virginia Regional Mul-
tiple Listing Service. Transactions Recorded between 06/10/2022 - 08/15/2022.  
Wayne Gauthier, Joyner Fine Properties, is a Licensed Real Estate Agent in Richmond, Virginia.

June 10, 2022 - Aug 15, 2022
Address  Fin SF # Bedrooms Style Sales Price    Sales Date
2700 E Weyburn Rd 1645  2 Cottage/Bungalow  $350,500 7/7/2022
8208 Halstead Rd 2285  4 Tri-Level/Quad Level  $435,000 6/17/2022
2908 Halstead Rd 2434  4 Tri-Level/Quad Level  $450,000 8/2/2022
3366 Sherbrook Rd 2201  3 Tri-Level/Quad Level  $451,000 6/10/2022
2900 Halstead Rd 3176  6 Tri-Level/Quad Level  $500,000 8/15/2022
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Place Minute Man Ad here
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TOTALLY YOU 

                INC.             
                              

*Gift Certificates available* 

Hair Cuts 
For the Whole Family 

Men $22 - Women $30 
Children under 12 - $15 

Your Neighborhood 
Hair Salon 

2841 Hathaway Road 
Richmond 

(804) 320-1198    (804) 320-1190 

Goodstuff 

Consignment 
2724 Tinsley Drive   560-4015 

Voted one of the best bargain places for 

Housewares & furniture in Richmond 

Mon-Sat 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Next to Bon Air Seafood/ Butcher at Bon Air 

www.goodstuffconsignments.com 

Now offering mid 20th Century furniture. 

Gary Duke 
Realtor 

 
Forest Hill Corridor Expert! 

Serving the Richmond Area for over 18 years!  
 

 
 

Knowledge & Experience You can Trust! 
 

Consistently in the Top 10 of local PenFed Agents! 
Top 3% of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Agents Nationwide! 

 
Call: 804-512-2027 

gary.duke@comcast.net 
 

 
 

2737 McRae Rd, North Chesterfield, VA 23235 
Office: 804-320-1391 
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Thieves Know Where You Likely 
Keep Your Valuables

An experienced thief will make a bee line for 
your jewelry boxes in the master bedroom. You 
may want to keep valuable items and family 
heirlooms in a household safe that is either 
too heavy to carry or is attached to the floor or 
wall.
It’s also a good idea to keep a record of your 
most important possessions.  Photograph 
your keepsakes. Document the models and 
serial numbers for big-ticket electronics and 
guns. Sometimes stolen items are recovered 
later and this information can assure they are 
returned to their rightful owners.
And what about your spare key? Never leave 
it on your property. If you can think of a hiding 
spot, a bad guy can think of it too. Give the key 
to a trusted neighbor. Some neighbors hide 
each other’s keys. If a burglar finds a hidden 
key, it won’t work in the lock of that house, but 
the rightful owner will know where it is when 
needed.

Something that Burglars Don’t 
Want You to Know

from Hartford Insurance – Article #4 in a Series

Every few years vandals stroll through Oxford 
on a warm summer night and damage mail 
boxes. It has happened again this summer. 
It appears that the vandals grab hold of the 
boxes and try to pull them from the posts or 
grab the door and rip the hinge. The result is 
damage to the box or the post.

A mailbox is usually connected to its post by a 
wood mounting board that is recessed
into the underside of the box. Making this a 
break-away connection by using soft pine
for the board and attaching the mailbox to the 
board with only a couple of small nails or
screws may save your box and post from seri-
ous damage when the vandal pulls on,
twists, or hits the box. All that may get dam-
aged is the board, which is easily repaired or 
replaced.

If your mailbox is vandalized, report the inci-
dent to the police. And, as always, report
any suspicious persons in Oxford to the police 
without delay.

How to Minimize Vandalism 
Damage to Your Mailbox
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the Oxford Civic Association was resuscitated from a 
period of dormancy. At that time there were quite a 
few empty lots in Oxford that were less desirable by 
the standards at the time of Oxford's initial develop-
ment ... irregularly shaped lots or lots that wouldn't 
percolate accommodating septic systems. After an-
nexation and the installation of City sewer systems 
many of these lots were being developed with "fill-in" 
houses that weren't in keeping with the size, style, or 
quality of the original houses in Oxford. The fear was 
a reduction in value of the original housing stock. The 
Association, with some success, lobbied builders to be 
more sensitive to the character of the neighborhood 
and build houses commensurate with the existing 
housing stock. 
Today, there are still some undeveloped lots and with 
the trend of "closer in" as opposed to ex-urban, Oxford 
is a very attractive option for home builders and buy-
ers. The difference today is the size and quality of the 
new homes. Some might not like the "closeness" of this 
structure to the existing houses, but it's slated to be 
selling in the mid $600,000 area ... the renovated solid 
brick ranch sold for $655,000 (the average in Oxford by 
May was $495,214 ...including the Wyncliff ranch) ... 
so, the fill ins of today are actually helping to pull up 
the average value of houses in Oxford as opposed to 
those of 30 years ago. 

What’s Up?
By Snoopmaster

Welcome to our inaugural column of the former 
"What's Up With that"? ... addressing the questions 
you have about our neighborhood and community at 
large. 
A question from a resident arrived soon after the 
announcement of the new column wanting to know 
about the new house being built at 4301 Wyncliff 
Road in the "Oxford on the James" section of Oxford. 
Basically, the buyer (Center Creek Homes) of the 
1959 colonial ranch located on the 1%-acre lot at 4245 
Wyncliff Drive, subdivided the lot to build another 
house on it. To meet code, they bought a "sliver" of 
the lot next door meeting what the city of Richmond 
mandates as a 10% of the lot "buffer" to any adjacent 
structure. The existing ranch house received a very at-
tractive complete renovation and expansion by Center 
Creek before the start of construction on the partner 
house. 
The major concern of neighbors was the very close 
proximity of the new house to the existing structures 
on either side. I'll admit, it does look more like a "fan" 
house setting rather than the typical large, wooded 
spreads of at least a half-acre we're accustomed to see-
ing in Oxford. But not all is lost! 
There was a column written in the Homes section 
of the Richmond Times Dispatch by Doug Childers, 
April 23 on the renovated house and planned new 
house ... (you might not have recognized it as the 
author misstated the address as 4245 Wyncliff Av-
enue, not Drive and in Stratford Hills) I learned from 
reading the article that designing a creative a "modern 
country farm” style home to fit the narrow and steep-
ly falling lot was the key to the success of getting a 
house that's reasonably attractive and with the square 
footage for which buyers are looking (the article states 
2700 square feet, but the website for Center Creek 
states 2380 sq ft.). Center Creek is building a number 
of fill in houses throughout the area including estab-
lished neighborhoods such as Church Hill, Museum 
District, Westham, Forest Hill, River Road Corridor 
with pricing upward to $1,000,000 plus. 
Interestingly, "fill in" homes in the early 1980s is why 

Thanks for the question! We’ve had quite a few posi-
tive comments supporting the revival of this column.   
Some are saying that they’ll miss the “snark”, but all 
are appreciative of the information and opportunity to 
ask questions.  I’m trying to think of something snarky 
to say.  ... Nope, just keep the questions coming!

If you have a question regarding an issue on life in Oxford, 
please visit our web site at: www.oxfordcivicassociation.com 
under the tab “Questions for Board” or mail your question to 
Oxford Association, P.O. Box 3881, Richmond, Virginia 23235.  
If you a have question, but don’t wish it to be published, 
please still contact us using the Post Office Box.  Let us know 
you wish a private response; be sure your contact information 
listed.  Questions will be answered by the Infrastructure Chair 
or President.
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We keep our website and Facebook pages up to 
date with current information and activities.

The Board continues to work with the City of 
Richmond on various infrastructure issues, 
clean-up, drainage and sign repair. 

 All these activities and more make our com-
munity vibrant.  Many of you have moved here 
from places that have monthly dues. What we 
do for a mere $15.00 a year is one of the best 
uses for your money and it helps you become 
part of Oxford. Our neighborhood has re-
mained strong over the years due to the com-
bined efforts of all our individual residents, led 
by your Board. 

Our goal is to have over 450 of our residents 
as members – we need your support to hit this 
goal!!

Again - Annual dues for GOCA are only $15.00.  
There are two ways to pay:

You can send your check with the dues form to: 
Greater Oxford Civic Association, 

P.O. Box 3881, Richmond VA 23235 or
If you prefer to pay via Pay Pal, please send $15 

to OxfordCivicAssoc@gmail.com 
(Recipient listed id: Courtney Tolmie, GOCA 
Treasurer). 

Please include your address in the payment 
memo so that we can note that you have paid.

Your 2023 Oxford Membership is 
due!

The Greater Oxford Civic Association has 
been as active as possible for you!  Here are 
some of the activities we accomplished in 
2022:

We continue to get the Observer out each 
quarter on schedule; it is put together by vol-
unteers and delivered by your block captains.

We conducted a National Night Out on 
August 2nd this year with food, drinks and a 
general good time together!

We will hold our annual picnic – Oxtober-
fest – on October 15 this year; it is paid for 
by our dues with no extra charge to Oxford 
residents.

We conducted the monthly Yard of the 
Month contest from April to September 
which encourages our residents to beautify 
their yards.

We deliver welcome packets to our new resi-
dents with information about Oxford as well 
as businesses, churches, and other activities 
in the area.

In December, the holiday decorations contest 
generated a lot of participation with some 
beautiful winners.  

We implemented easier ways for all of us to 
pay our dues with an electronic option.
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GREATER OXFORD CIVIC ASSOCIATION
2023 DUES - $15.00

Name_____________________________________________ Telephone #_______________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________________________________________
          

I would like to assist with the association’s work.  
My interests include:  ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Please make check payable to the Greater Oxford Civic Association and mail to:
Oxford Civic Association

 P.O. Box 3881 
Richmond, VA 23235

Greater Oxford Civic Association Board
2021-2022

www.oxfordcivicassociation.com

Officers:   Name     Email  

 President:  Anthony Corcoran (‘22)  profdingding@hotmail.com
 Vice President Al Yancey (22)   alyancey55@gmail.com
 Secretary  Michelle Emrich (‘22)  michelleemrich9@gmail.com
 Treasurer  Courtney Tolmie (‘22)  the.tolmie@gmail.com

Members:   Diane Bacon (23)   Cebdbb@aol.com
    John Cardwell (24)   John.Cardwell@hotmail.com
    Trip Cash (‘22)   cashinsurance@aol.com
    Valerie Garrett (‘22)   vgarrett3023@gmail.com
    Mike Martin (‘23)     
    Steve Davis (‘25)   stevedavisrva@gmail.com
    Sharon Shaw (‘25)   sharonshawj@gmail.com
    Niki Sabbath (‘24)   nhs46ff@gmail.com
      



OXFORD OBSERVER  FALL 2022

Page 24


